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ABSTRACT

Keeping a product useful begins with identifying the function required, not assuming that every fault demands a 
purchase. This practice essay compares care, repair, borrowing, sharing, and justified replacement through a checklist 
covering safety, warranty, recalls, parts, skills, time, and likely continued service. Textile mending offers a lower-
risk example, while electrical, structural, and other safety-critical work retains a clear boundary for trained help. The 
discussion examines rebound consumption, inaccessible product design, procurement, and the institutional conditions 
that permit repair at scale, using the cited IPCC demand-side assessment as context. Responsible end-of-life handling 
includes personal data, hazardous components, and whether a donated item is genuinely usable and wanted. No repair 
is presented as automatically safe, economical, or environmentally preferable in every case.
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Adapted from the Still North field journal. Original article. A source-based editorial text, not a report of original Still North research. Examples and 

imagery are illustrative.

The lower-impact product is often the useful product 
already owned. Before replacing it, ask whether the need 
is real, whether another object can serve it, and whether 
care or repair can restore function. Repair is not automat
ically safe or economical, but a clear decision process can 
keep more products in use.

Begin with the need
A broken item can create urgency that narrows the op
tions. Describe the function needed, the deadline, and the 
consequence of waiting. Borrowing, hiring, sharing, or 
using a simpler object may meet a short need. If the item is 
rarely used, access can be more practical than ownership. 
If it is essential, reliable replacement may deserve priority.

A repair decision checklist
• Identify the fault and whether the cause is under

stood.

• Check warranty, recall, safety notice, manual, and 
spare-part availability.

• Separate cosmetic wear from a fault that affects safe 
operation.

• Estimate parts, tools, skill, time, and the chance of 
further damage.

• Use a trained technician for electricity, pressure, 
gas, brakes, structural loads, or other safety-critical 
systems.

• Compare continued useful life, not only today’s re
pair price.

• Record the repair and retain removed parts until the 
item is tested.

Care is the first repair
Cleaning, drying, lubrication, software updates, adjust
ment, and correct storage can prevent faults, but follow 
the product’s guidance. Too much detergent, an unsuit
able lubricant, a blocked vent, or an unverified update 

can cause damage. Keep model and part numbers where 
they can be found, and label tools or fasteners during 
disassembly.

Textiles often offer a lower-risk place to begin. A loose 
seam, small hole, worn button, or damaged patch can be 
addressed before it spreads. Match thread, needle, and 
patch to the material and desired flexibility. A visible 
mend can be strong and honest. Waterproof or protective 
garments may need specialist seam sealing to retain their 
function.

Borrow tools and knowledge
Libraries of things, repair cafes, community workshops, 
manufacturer support, local trades, and experienced 
friends can reduce the need for tools used once. Shared 
spaces also help a person recognize the point where a 
repair exceeds their skill. Good repair culture includes 
permission to stop, isolate power, and seek qualified help.

The fictional Tundra Repair Kit demonstrates a back
ordered product built around basic textile repair. Its 
description states the limits clearly. Buying a kit is not 
the goal when the necessary needle and thread already 
exist nearby.

Replacement without rebound
When replacement is justified, prioritize fitness for pur
pose, durability, repair access, replaceable high-wear 
parts, warranty, support, and a realistic end-of-life route. 
Avoid buying a larger or second product merely because 
an efficient model appears virtuous. The benefit of a better 
product can be lost when total consumption rises.

Ask manufacturers and institutions
• How long are parts, manuals, and software support 

available?

• Can common wear components be replaced without 
destroying the product?

• Will a warranty permit independent repair?
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• Does procurement include maintenance and lifecycle 
cost?

• Where can a product be returned or recovered at end 
of life?

The IPCC AR6 Working Group III Chapter 5 places con
sumption and services within wider systems. Individual 
care matters, while product design, right-to-repair policy, 
parts access, procurement, and business models deter
mine whether repair is possible at scale.

Choose one item you already depend on. Find its 
manual, inspect a known wear point, and record the part 
information before a failure. The smallest useful repair 
step may be preserving the knowledge needed later.

Design determines the ceiling
A glued case, paired software, unavailable battery, pro
prietary fastener, or missing manual can make a straight
forward fault unrepairable. Documenting that barrier is 
useful evidence for procurement and policy. The burden 
should not fall entirely on a consumer to overcome a 
product designed against access.

Organizations can keep asset records, standardize com
mon parts, train staff, and include repair time in budgets. 
They can also avoid replacing working equipment merely 
to refresh appearance. Maintenance targets should track 
continued service and safety, not reward teams for buying 
new objects.

At end of life, erase personal data, remove hazardous 
components according to guidance, and use a verified 
take-back or local recovery route where available. Dona
tion is appropriate only when the item is safe, functional, 
supported, and genuinely wanted. Passing a fault to 
someone else is not reuse. Responsible disposal belongs 
to the purchase decision, too.
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